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The Hobbs Act covers not only extortion but also attempts and conspiracies to extort which would, if completed, have the effect 
of obstructing commerce.! Physical violence designed to culminate in extortion, even if the scheme aborts prior to the extortion, 
is sufficient for conviction.” An attempt to arouse fear is sufficient proof of attempted extortion,” for the offense is complete 


when the defendant has attempted to induce the victim to part with property.” 


Since the Act covers attempts, it is not necessary, in order to sustain a conviction, that money or property that the defendant 
attempted to extort was actually received by the defendant.” For the same reason, the extortion victim's assets need not 


necessarily be depleted in order to sustain a conviction.° 
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Footnotes 

l § 60. 

2 U.S. v. Franks, 511 F.2d 25 (6th Cir. 1975). 

3 U.S. v. Quinn, 514 F.2d 1250 (5th Cir. 1975); U.S. v. Frazier, 560 F.2d 884 (8th Cir. 1977). 

4 U.S. v. Frazier, 560 F.2d 884 (8th Cir. 1977). 

5 U.S. v. Sweeney, 262 F.2d 272 (3d Cir. 1959); U.S. v. Green, 246 F.2d 155 (7th Cir. 1957); U.S. v. Furey, 
491 F. Supp. 1048 (E.D. Pa. 1980), aff'd, 636 F.2d 1211 (3d Cir. 1980). 
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6 U.S. v. Rindone, 631 F.2d 491 (7th Cir. 1980) (sustaining the defendant's conviction where the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation supplied the money used in the extortionate transaction). 
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